Some 16-17'" century Manual Alphabets,
Compared with the Modern BANZSL and ASL Alphabets.

Compiled by Asfridr Ulfvidardéttir.

Thesaurus Artificiosae Memoriae
(1579)

Refugium Infirmorum
(1593)

Letter

A

Some 16-17" century Manual Alphabets

Reduccidn de las
letras y arte para
ensefiar a hablar a los
mudos (1620)

Modern ASL
manual
alphabet

9
3
2

&

http://www.medieval-baltic.us/fingerspelling.pdf

Digiti Lingua (1698)

\
i
\@s

TN
R

=

Modern BANZSL
manual alphabet

2
[z

R
z
T2 N




7

5
"
5
[

Some 16-17" century Manual Alphabets http://www.medieval-baltic.us/fingerspelling.pdf



F A b P

B
o
¢
¢
/2
F

Some 16-17" century Manual Alphabets http://www.medieval-baltic.us/fingerspelling.pdf



%

i

Pz B> B 5 s E)
R
Sk S )

Some 16-17" century Manual Alphabets http://www.medieval-baltic.us/fingerspelling.pdf



B € @y 7=

Some 16-17" century Manual Alphabets http://www.medieval-baltic.us/fingerspelling.pdf



An alternate 17" century manual alphabet in Britain Dalgamo's Glove.

John Bulwer's Philocophus (1648) mentions a fingerspelling
system described as 'arthrologie' where letters of the alphabet
were indicated by pointing at joints on the fingers. However
the first description appears in Dalgarno's Didascalocophus
(1680), where he describes it as 'dactylology'. The left hand
(pictured) is pointed at by the right hand — thumb for
consonants and the ary finger for vowels (Kyle, Woll, Pullen
and Maddix 1985; 50) (Dalgarno, 1834; 151).

Vowels being indicated on the fingertips has been retained in
BANZSL fingerspelling until the present day.

The lower-case letters on the hand are reserved for
combinations of double consonants. When any of the four
letters h,r,l and s are before to another consonant, such as the
word heart, 'point skin to skin with the four fingers of the
other hand repeatedly to the capital letter.' When these letters
are after a consonant, such asin hats, 'then point, as before,
to T with nail to skin'.

When the letter m comes before a silent letter, such asb orp
in lamb, lamp, or n before d, t, g, k or ¢, such asin France,
'touch the place of these mutes and semimutes with the first
and second finger joyned; and this by institution gives the [m
or n] and the respective [unvoiced consonant] following'.

To abbreviate triple consonants, such asschism or shrine,

'joyn the thumb to the finger pointing to the other two
consonants.' (Dalgarno, 1834; 151-2)
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